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Grace Church                               June 26, 2022 

Psalm 16, Luke 9:51-62, 1 Corinthians 3: 16-23 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

“Choosing the Foolish Path” 

 

 Many of us have spent a long time in school, university and training courses 

of many kinds. I used to tell the children during children’s time that I was in 

grade 22 rather than talking about doctorates, or “troisième cycle,” as they 

say in French, so they could understand how many years I was in school 

after school attendance that was mandatory by law. Not all of us have post 

secondary education, as we are quite diverse in our backgrounds, but a lot of 

us have received a lot of education. This does not make one group better 

than another. It does prepare us for how Paul talks to the Corinthians, and to 

us, and also for how we should talk to one another. It’s okay to admit what 

we know and what we don’t know. I wish I could tell you all that will 

happen in the next year, but I can’t because although I see many options in 

trusting the Lord, I don’t see the outcomes of those options, at least not well. 

 

Education and Christian Education is not just for telling or analyzing the 

future. It is a way in the Christian life to ask one another questions, in a safe 

environment, and receive help to make personal decisions pleasing to God. 

And we have tried here at Grace to be as transparent and vulnerable with 

you about what is happening in the denomination, as soon as we are able, so 

that we might be able to chart our course accordingly. We have also tried 

with Alpha courses and membership courses to help you understand the 

basics of Christian faith and life together. In fact, many discipleship and 

Bible Study courses have been offered here over the years, because we all 

need a place to grow in understanding our faith in Jesus Christ. I think it is 

time to start up a new safe place/ small group for asking basic questions of 

the faith, whether it be with the new Alpha material or some other 

programme. If you interested in that, please tell me or the church office, 

admin@graceorleans.ca.  We all need a place to learn and to help one 

another learn in the context of our knowing we are lost in our sins without 

Christ. But once we give ourselves to Him as Master and Teacher, Lord and 

Saviour, then we immediately have a bond in Him as family. We rightly care 

about one another. We rightly want to grow together toward Him. Making 

the time and the priority for such is often our greatest challenge. And some 

of us don’t want others to know how much or how little we know about our 

faith in Christ, because we don’t want to embarrass ourselves. I get that. 
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That’s why we need the safe space to talk and know that we will be loved no 

matter where we are in our faith journey. Usually that happens in small 

groups in a church during the week. While Sunday worship with fifty or 

more people coming together, and dozens online, is more of a time to simply 

worship the Lord and say “yes” to God in Jesus, and remember our roots and 

identity in Him. 

 

Paul tried a number of strategies when writing the Corinthian congregation 

that he planted in Greece in that key, port city. The Corinthians wanted to 

take the “advanced course in wisdom,” (1:20+, 2:1+, 2:6+, 1:18-19) because 

they were keenly interested in figuring out their new faith quickly. But 

perhaps you know it takes time to learn. They wanted the advanced course, 

first, then maybe circle back to the beginning courses. But all of us need the 

beginning courses first. That’s how God set up physical life. He made 

human beings, unlike the animals, to be totally dependent for a rather long 

time as infants, babies, and toddlers. These are not like the birdies that fly 

within days of their birth, or the large animals that begin to hunt right away 

or within a week or so, or other animals that have to look after themselves 

quickly in life. No, we have parents to take care of us, protect us, teach us 

that it is safe to live, and give yourself to others, safe to express yourself, 

safe to become a young adult and eventually leave your home with the skills 

to live your life well. 

 

We all need that place, that home, that farm, where all kinds of chores are 

simply a part of living, eating, stewarding the life we have been given. There 

are farm workers working on our farm to help us understand the faith. We 

pay some but not others. But the crops flourish as God makes them grow 

until the harvest. We are the field that God is growing. We are also the farm 

workers, helping others to understand what God is doing in our community. 

(3:4-9) 

 

The Church is a building, but the church building is not the Church. We are 

the Church, being built together as living stones, (1 Peter 2:5) growing into 

what God wants us to be individually, and together, prepared for the end of 

this life, and for the new life to come, the eternal life that starts now as we 

trust Jesus and stretches into eternity beyond our own deaths in this life. 

 

Paul wants us to know that Jesus is the only foundation that will last through 

the fire storm of judgment at the end of time. Meanwhile, as a part of His 

work, we build the church, by caring for others, leading others to Him, 
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helping others as we are able, pointing to and listening to God’s word as the 

way forward. It’s not our great ideas or culturally acceptable values that 

make us what we are, it is Jesus’ word and will that makes us His family, 

and more than that the place where He resides through His Holy Spirit. We 

are His by His love and work. We agree with that as we again are 

encouraged to say to Him today, “Lord Jesus, I turn away from my way, 

have your way in me, and in your church, that we might please you, know 

you, and love you all our days, to praise you and know your blessing. 

Amen.” 

 

Invest well in the church, the family of God, with your time, your finances, 

your energies and your heart. There are many parts to life, don’t miss the 

central part in relationship with God through Jesus. The church is a family 

and we know families face many challenges and difficulties together. For 

me, it is strange to hear of families where everything is great and there are 

no concerns. I rarely if ever hear of those families. I do hear our own 

challenges and concerns. So we work together as we are able to make this 

place safe to follow Jesus, for all who wish to do so. That in itself is a great 

challenge, from time to time. Paul warns us to remember that those things 

that are against God in our lives will burn up, but we will be okay, as we 

have trusted Jesus with our individual lives. (3:13-14) 

 

So Paul calls us babies, like the Corinthians, who have much to learn, and he 

calls us God’s field, and God’s farm workers. It takes time to make a farm 

work well. Many agricultural products take years to produce fruit, such as 

vineyards and orchards. Let us take the long view of what is happening, and 

not simply the season we are in. He then calls us the building of God, God’s 

house, built on the foundation of Jesus Christ. We are encouraged to build 

our spiritual lives with valuable materials, investing our time and energies as 

precious as they are as if such were silver, gold and precious stones, in light 

of the coming New Jerusalem, where the streets are gold, where that most 

valuable material is just paving material there. 

 

We are not just any building. We are God’s temple. A temple is where God 

takes up residence. That’s you and me who trusted Jesus. Think about that 

for a while. We are the place where God can be found. We are the ones who 

have received relationship with the Living Creator of the Universe, the 

Amazing Engineer who put the micro systems of our bodies onto this planet 

and the macro systems of the universe in place. And because we are in 

relationship with this Living God in Jesus, “all things are ours.” (v. 21) Did 
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you catch that when we were reading the Scriptures together? Everything 

belongs to us. Paul said to the Corinthians that they own their leaders, they 

own the world, they own life, they own death, and they own the present. 

They own the future. Why? Because they are in right relationship with the 

Owner, to whom they belong: Jesus Christ. And He belongs to God, the 

Father. Did you ever think about what it means to be in right relationship to 

the One who rightly is King, the highest seat of government in the Universe? 

Remember Jesus is the One who could turn water into wine, make the lame 

to walk and the blind to see, multiply food for thousands, calm the terrifying 

storm, and even raise the dead to life. Yes, this Jesus who taught us, if you 

trust God, you can tell the mountain to move from where it is to where God 

wants it to move through you. (Matt. 21:21) Paul is so bold to tell us, when 

we are rightly related to Him, our leaders belong to us, not the other around, 

the world does not scare us, because we know the World’s Creator and 

Sustainer, the King and Owner. (1 Cor 3:21-23) We are not scared of life, 

but stewards of this beautiful eternal life, which comes as a gift from our 

Master and Teacher. He gives it, but we get to hand it to one another. We 

don’t have to be afraid of death, because He has faced it and overcome it, 

and we can face our deaths in Him. We don’t have to fear the present and 

our many struggles or the future, which seems even more elusive. Why? He 

owns it all, and we are related to Him. We are His royal family. Everything 

is yours. Do you believe it? Do you receive it?  

 

Now don’t make an appointment with a lawyer to get that written up in 

terms and contractual language because you have a few properties or cars 

you want to acquire immediately. But rather praise your Father in heaven for 

your inheritance and wonderful privilege of being a child of the Owner of 

the Universe, the King of the Earth, the Author and Doctor of healing and 

life. He will take you by the hand, and the nations, to the river where the tree 

of life is that was forbidden in the Garden of Eden but in that place is 

available to all believers, where the leaves bring healing. (Rev. 22:1+) 

 

God knows what we are going through and so Paul paints a future and 

present picture for us of how important this relationship with God should be 

to you. He also asks you to make a daily decision, as he asked the 

Corinthians. That decision is to choose which foolish path you will walk. 

There are only two, essentially. 

 

One path is the path that seeks worldly wisdom, and adopts the prevalent 

thoughts of the spirit of the age. Here we hear only of our independence and 
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rights, and little of our brokenness and responsibilities. Here we hear that 

God is an interesting idea that some accept and some do not. Everyone 

decides what their own reality is, and everyone’s decision is final. This 

worldly wisdom is foolishness in God’s sight. Paul reminds us that God is 

good at catching people in such foolishness. Such wisdom ends in futility 

and the reality that God will conduct a final judgment. The true judge will 

make sure justice is given out ultimately. He will not be fooled. 

 

Whereas Paul says there is another kind of foolishness that you can choose, 

and that is the foolishness of the cross, (1:18) which is crazy to the world, 

but for us who believe is the power of God at work, Jesus giving us 

relationship with God day by day. That foolishness reminds us that 

relationship with God makes all the difference in life. Everyday we are 

asked what kind of foolishness we will choose: what the world thinks is 

foolish, or what God thinks is foolish. You choose. There are two paths of 

foolishness before you. But choose your foolishness wisely. Otherwise you 

might miss the whole point of life and love and this existence. Choose anew 

today Jesus Christ, Creator, Redeemer, Author of Life, Giver of Life, Lover 

of your soul. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


